Age-independent constancy of mineral contents in human ribs.
On age relationships of mineral contents in human bones, the contents of the sixth rib and a piece of its compact bone were determined by inductively coupled plasma atomic emission spectrometry (ICPS). The ribs were resected from 21 subjects (14 men and 7 women) who died in age ranging from 65 to 93 yr. There were no age-dependent decreases in Ca and P contents of the ribs in the age range on ICPS. It was found that there were no age-dependent decreases in Ca and P in compact bones of ribs.